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Stefanovic, Zdravko. Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise, Commentary on the Book ofDaniel. Nampa,
ID: Pacific Press, 2007. 480 pages. Hardcover, $34.99.
The literary framework of Daniel: Wisdom lo the Wise contains an introduction and twelve
chapters that correspond with those in the biblical text of Daniel. This book, written by
Walla Walla University Old Testament scholar Zdravko Stefanovic, is a product of his
long-standing personal interest in the book of Daniel. The introduction and chapter 1
are followed by a brief synopsis of chapters 2—6. Similarly, a somewhat elaborate
synopsis of chapters 7-12 is placed immediately after chapter 6. These synopses
respectively highlight the literary styles and content of the court stories and prophetic
passages. Additional commentative material appears as appendices to some chapters.
The foreword by Jon Dybdahl indicates that Stefanovic attempts "to apply the message
to the contemporary world" (10). The application of the message to the current
generation was achievable not only through Stefanovic's expository or exegetical
approach and the textual and thematic method, but by the Summary of the Teaching
and Application that appear at the end of every chapter.
The introduction to Daniel: Wisdom lo the Wise highlights the person of Daniel,
literary developments surrounding his work, and the life-setting of the book when it was
authored. All the chapters in this commentary begin with a brief introduction, which has
an outline of the contents of the biblical text.
Stefanovic offers his own translation of the entire text of Daniel from the original
Hebrew and Aramaic in a most explicit and responsible manner. The translation of the
text in independent sections appears in bold print. Each translated passage is followed
by the traditional verse-by-verse notes or commentary that elucidate and bring new life
to the biblical text. The exposition and application (and sometimes other literary devices)
consistently follow each commentary to render the biblical passage more appetizing for
contemporary consumption. Stefanovic highlights words or phrases by transliterating
and translating them. I le also cites a number of archaeological textualfindsthat have
stimulated interest in the study of the book of Daniel. His use of related archaeological
literary and material finds, though rare, is to be commended, for it helps in
understanding the text of Daniel.
One may ask or wonder, What contribution does Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise make
to the ongoing debate on recurrent issues pertaining to the book of Daniel? This volumewas written from Stefanovic's own growing "appreciation |and understanding] of God
and of the messages of Daniel" (11). His previous studies led him to publish several
scholarly articles in response to various critical issues with regard to the book of Daniel.
His monographic textbook The Aramaic of Daniel in the Light of Old Aramaic (1992) not
only highlights correlations between Old Aramaic and Daniel, but elucidates the
provenience of the book of Daniel. He has written a commentary on Daniel that is not
only a solid devotional guide for Bible students, but which also offers scholarly
interaction with critics on the pertinent issues raised in the book of Daniel.
Stefanovic's position on Antiochus IV Epiphanes is fascinating and worth
consideration. He does not see Antiochus IV fulfilling the role of the little horn
anywhere in the book of Daniel (322). The reading of Antiochus IV Epiphanes in the
text of Daniel has obscured both the real theme and message of Daniel from the minds
of many exegetes. Those in favor of seeing Antiochus IV in Daniel have misplaced the
dating of the book of Daniel by centuries. They have also misunderstood the basic
concern and message of Daniel. Stefanovic places the dating of the book of Daniel in
the traditional sixth century B.C., and this conviction, backed by extrabiblical evidence,
is growing stronger among those who objectively study the book of Daniel.
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The text of Daniel is fraught with enigmatic puzzles, and Stefanovic's attempt
to shed light on them is highly appreciated. However, despite his ardent effort to
elucidate the entire text of Daniel, there are some issues in Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise
that remain less than convincing. For example, the association of Ardi-Nabu, AmelMarduk's official, with the biblical Abednego remains fictitious (23, 57, 143-144; see
ANET, 308). Also, to imply that the British Museum's fragmented text BM34113
refers to King Nebuchadnezzar's madness (Dan 4) is quite unconvincing (169).
Nebuchadnezzar's name in this text is partly restored. The suggestion that this text
may refer to Fvil-Merodach's mismanagement of public affairs seems to make more
sense (see Grayson, Babylonian Historical-Literary Texts [1975], 87-91; Wiseman,
Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon [1995], 102; andJosephus,^a;»j/^l/)/o», 1.20.146-147). It
is also surprising that Stefanovic mistakenly believes that "Darius the Mede was
Cyrus the Great's title" (203). He is of the opinion that Darius the Mede was Cyrus
the Great. I acknowledge the fact that it is difficult to identify the biblical Darius the
Mede from extrabiblical finds. Nevertheless, there should be a better way of
explaining who this Darius was other than identifying him by associating him with
different individuals. It should be noted, however, that Darius the Mede is the only
king in the book of Daniel whose age, father's name, nationality, and administrative
style arc recorded. Darius seems to have been a historical person known by the
author. It is most unlikely that the wise Daniel would confuse Darius the Mede with
Cyrus the Great. Stefanovic should have frankly acknowledged the fact that Darius
the Mede is one of those pieces of the puzzle he has not yet discovered. It would
have been helpful if Stefanovic had included charts; e.g., months of the year to assist
the readers correlate to the Babylonian, Persian, Jewish and Julian calendars and
timeline charts on the 2,300, 1,260, 1,290, 1,335 days/years.
On the whole, Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise is a substantive theological treatise.
Stefanovic makes a strong connection between the book of Daniel and the rest of the
Hebrew Bible and the NT. Because the exposition is logical and sound, the reader will
find the application of the text to one's personal life easier and spiritually edifying. The
strength of Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise is embedded in its authentic translation of the
Hebrew and Aramaic text of Daniel, exegesis, exposition, and application to the
contemporary world. By reading Daniel: Wisdom to the Wise, many will gain more
knowledge and confidence in the Bible as the Word of God. Indeed, it is one of the best
commentaries ever on the book of Daniel. Stefanovic's scholarship makes the Bible
more relevant and appreciated in our present-day life. His Daniel Wisdom to the Wise is
a commentary worth having in one's library.
Berrien Springs, Michigan
PATRICK MAZANI
Turtle, Robert G., Jr. The Story of Evangelism. Nashville: Abingdon, 2006. 435 pp.
Paperback, $30.00.
History serves as a memory-freshener. But when history focuses on evangelism, its
flavor becomesrichand intense. Such is the case of The Story of Evangelism. Robert G.
Tutde Jr., Professor of Evangelism at Asbury Theological Seminary, uses a rather
unusual format for presenting his case. I le divides the historicaltimelineinto thirteen
segments: a world survey focusing on other societies, religions, or social developments
during a particular period oftime;the introduction of a representative "evangelist" of
the same period; an evaluation of the relevance of the findings for today; and a
bibliography containing important resources for additional study. Turtle should be

